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Richard Taylor

ÁWho was he?

ÁWhat is his importance to Lexington County?

ÁWhat is the importance of photography like his?



History of the Photograph Collection

ÁBequeathed to the Lexington County Public Library System in 
the late 1980s

Á/Ò ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓȡ
ÀLexington Branch Library

ÀLexington Main Library

ÀFriends of the Lexington Main Library/Historical & 
Preservation Committee

ÀSouth Carolina Room



Challenges of this Collection

ÁȰ"ÉÂÌÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÁÌÌÙȱ ÌÏÓÔ

ÁPhysical arrangement

ÁPreservation

ÁLegalities of ownership



Desire for these Photos: 
Striking a Cultural Chord

ÁLocal and chain businesses

ÁLexingtonians

ÁHistorians and authors



Tech & Non-Tech Attempts at Solutions

Tech
ÀSouth Carolina Room page on website?

ÀDigitizing on our own?

ÀInvestigation of state digitization initiatives/grants?

Non-Tech
ÀHigh quality color photocopies

ÀArranged photo collections in print format

ÀIndexing/quasi-metadata



With Great Suggestions 
Come Great Responsibility
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What I Would Like to Discuss

ÁOur goals for the digitization project

ÁIssues that we thought would be potential road blocks

ÁHow we avoided those road blocks

ÁOur experience with SCSL Digitization in a Box Project 

ÁA look at the results



What Were Our Goals?

1. Digitize the images

2. Post the images online

3. Makethe images accessible

4. With as little cost as possible

5. In the least painful way possible



Road Blocks to Reaching Goals

1. No room to store the 
images on our servers

2. Creating a searchable 
database from scratch

3. Accessibility

4. Lack of training

5. Equipment



Ah Ha!

ÁThere are folks who are actively looking to assist our 
libraries with addressing these road blocks



Avoiding the Road Blocks

1. No room to store images? Hosted by SCDL.

2. Creating an online database? SCDL already has one.

3. Accessibility? SCDL is searchable and also accessible through 
the Digital Public Library of America webpage.

4. Training? Provided by SCSL Digitization in a Box Project.

5. Equipment?Provided by SCSL Digitization in a Box Project.



Our Experience with the SCSL 
Digitization in a Box Project

ÁOne word -excellent

ÁAmanda Stone and Jessica 
Dame from SCSL delivered the 
scanner, laptop, and hard 
drive

ÁThey also trained us on how to 
use the scanner, the software, 
and showed us what 
metadata to include for the 
SCDL

ÁRetrieved equipment



Our Experience with the SCSL 
Digitization in a Box Project

ÁWe scanned approximately 
200 images

ÁWe created our own 
metadata spreadsheet

ÁEntire process of scanning 
and then creating metadata 
spreadsheet took @ 73 days

ÁJohn Quirk with the SCDL did 
an excellent job of answering 
our metadata and 
organizational questions



Results

Our digitized Richard Taylor collection shows who the 
peopleof Lexington County were.

It also shows where they lived, how they worked, and 
how they played. 

http://digital.tcl.sc.edu/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/taylor/id/96/rv/singleitem/rec/219
http://digital.tcl.sc.edu/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/taylor/id/113/rv/singleitem/rec/1
http://digital.tcl.sc.edu/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/taylor/id/159/rv/singleitem/rec/13
http://digital.tcl.sc.edu/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/taylor/id/76/rv/singleitem/rec/4
http://digital.tcl.sc.edu/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/taylor/id/124/rv/singleitem/rec/3


Did We Reach our Goals?

1. Digitize the images -Yes

2. Post the images online -Yes

3. Makethe images accessible -Yes

4. With as little cost as possible -Yes

5. In the least painful way possible -Yes



The Digital Hunley, from Excavation to Conservation: 
Digitizing and writing metadata for collections of artifacts from the 
Civil War-era submarine H.L.Hunley

Johanna Rivera, Bradley Blankemeyer
Warren Lash Conservation Center
Clemson University Restoration Institute



ÁOn 1861 President Abraham Lincoln issued an order for the Union forces to begin a 
blockade of all major Southern ports. This strategy set a chain of events that would lead 
to the building of the world's first successful submarine: H.L.Hunley.

ÁAfter sinking the Union ship USS Housatonic, which was obstructing the passage of the 
blockade-runners, the H.L.Hunley  disappeared  on February 17th, 1864.

ÁIn 1995 the H.L.Hunleywas found 4 miles off the coast of Charleston, South Carolina and 
brought in the year 2000 to the Warren LaschConservation Center.

History and Excavation



The Collection

ÁDuring the excavation the 8 crew members were found, studied and later 
buried in the Magnolia Cemetery.

ÁOver 1500 artifacts had been excavated, most of them covered with 
sediment or encapsulated in concretion.

ÁMetal artifacts such as iron, cupper alloys, silver, gold, tin, zinc and lead 
have been found.

ÁOrganic artifacts like wood, leather, rope, textile and horn have been 
found completely waterlogged.  



Exhibit Area  -ÎÏ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÅÄȣ



Lowcountry Digital Library LCDL

The Lowcountry Digital Library (LCDL) produces digital 
collections and projects that support research about the 
Lowcountry region of South Carolina and historically 
interconnected sites in the Atlantic World.

LCDL is harvested and fully searchable within the South 
Carolina Digital Library and the Digital Public Library of 
America.



Friends of the HunleyHome Page



HunleyArtifact Collections



Collection > Hunleyartifact collection > 
Personal artifacts



Personal artifacts > Binoculars



Personal artifacts > Binoculars



Collection > Hunley artifact collection > 
Submarine components and tools



Submarine components and tools > 
Brass oil can



Submarine components and tools > 
Brass oil can



7ÈÁÔȭÓ .ÅØÔȩ

ÁWe would like to include recently conserved artifacts 
ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÁÄÄ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔȭÓ 
page.

Á Find a way to add the recent work on the de-concretion 
of the submarine, as well as high quality images and 3D 
scanning.



Furman Cougar Project

Christy Allen 
Assistant Director for Discovery Services
Furman University Libraries



About

ÁAbout the Furman Cougar Project:
À50,000 digital camera trap photos of New 
Mexico wildlife from 2008 ɀ2015. 
ÀDigital images and metadata created by Biology 
professor and students.

ÁDigital Collection Process:
ÀSelect images to go online
ÀStandard and enhance metadata
À5ÐÌÏÁÄ ÍÅÔÁÄÁÔÁȾÉÍÁÇÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ &ÕÒÍÁÎȭÓ 
CONTENTdm



5 Steps to Make a Digital Collection 
Available in SCDL

1. Contact Kate Boyd at SCDL.

2. Turn on OAI harvesting

3. Create collection description 
on SCDL website

4. Contact Tyler Mobley about 
new collection.

5. Check to make sure the 
collection is working in 
SCDL.
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